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Greetings
oraswesay inAustralia,
g day mate. Thisedition
of your PD Connection
bringsyouinformation
onreading, writing and math. Youwill
asofindafollow-up articleonusing
chat roomsin Angel. Chat roomscan
beawonderful way of sharing
information and keepingintouchwith
other adult educators. Many
Kentucky Adult EducatorsLiteracy
Ingtitute (KAELI) participantsgrestly
enjoyed theonline networking and
discussionsthat werepart of their
learning activities. Theseand other
learning experienceswill continuefor
KAELI throughthe Alumni.

Thefeaturearticleinthiseditionisby
aKAELI graduate, Susan Watson
and Susan shares her ideas about
reading groups.

Reading Groups in Adult Education

by Susan Watson,

Powell County Adult Literacy, swatson@powell.k12.ky.us

Inadult education, itisvery important
torealize, that most studentscometo
our programs not ready to read at the
levelsnecessary to achievetheir
goas. Readingisamost vita piecein
their attempt to reach their goals.
Thisiswhy wemust pay extremely
closeattentionto thereading
ingtruction provided through adult
education.

Reading groupscan havea
tremendouseffect on student’s
reading ability, andinterestin
reading. Adult educatorsassess
student’ sacademic abilitiesto set up
student educational plans. | have
found that most studentsdo not
have asolid reading background
and anumber of them have never
fostered adesireto read.

| www.kyvae.org

* Onpage4, Wayne Couvillion,
Jefferson County Adult Education
discussesthreelessonswhich can
make adifferencefor math students.
Itisgreat to havetalented adult
educatorswillingto sharetheir idess.
To coinanold phrase, PD
Connectionisof you, by you and for
you so pleaselet usknow what you
want and contribute your ideasand
drategies.

Thenext editor will be Cindy Read,
Family Literacy Specidig, the
Kentucky Ingtitutefor Family Literacy
and you are asked to send articles
andideasto cread@famlit.org.
Cheers

Toni-Ann

Toni-Ann Mills, CCLD Director -
Adult Education (KAELLI), tamill2@uky.edu

They areableto
read what they
“haveto” for
everyday life. They
arenot aware of
techniquestoincreasetheir reading
levels, or to know what it meansto
bealifelong reader. Many students
havenever beengiventhe
opportunity to select quality reading
materia through book reviews, or
through peer groups.
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When they enter our programsthey have
goalsthat they want to reach. They usualy
donot redizetherolethat reading playsin
reaching thesegoals. Itistheresponsbility
of theinstructor to assist thestudent in
realizing their reading needsand potentid.
Thisiswherequdity readinginstruction
becomesfocused.

TheKentucky Adult EducatorsLiteracy
Ingtitute (KAELI) isoptimisticthatitis
nurturing the quality readingingtruction that
our adult education programsneed. An
important part of KAELI isthe
implementation of reading groups.
Reading groups encourage adultsto be
moreactively involvedinthereading
processwhile participating inagroup
dtuation. Thestudentsarelearning
questioning techniquesaswell as

devel oping reading comprehension.

After implementing these processesin our
reading instructiontheadultsinvolved
becameextremely interested inthe next
book, and the next book, and so on.
During thisprocess| fedl that | have
effectively implementedlifelong readingin
theadultswho wereinvolvedin my reading
groups. They arenow actively selecting
booksto read, and they are aware of the
techniquesfor selecting books. The
studentsinvolved haveseentheir reading
levelsincreasethrough pre and post testing
results. They areaso aware of how their
comprehension of their reading material
hasincreased.

Grammar Websites

Studentsaretakingtheir love of reading
to higher levels, they arenow sdlecting
booksthat are more chalenging.

Thiswasalso evident through the
generativetheme, KAELI Task 6. To
methistask seemed to requiretoo
muchindependent study for my adult
education students. However, during
our reading group, aswe experienced
the book “Womeninthe Material
World”, the studentsbecamevery
inquisitiveabout thecharacters. This
began thejourney they would take
duringtheir “ Generative Theme'.

In adult education we
must give students the
divine opportunity to
successfully select
quality reading
materials, and to
assist and follow a
student’s progress
through a means
relevant to that
particular student.

They truly followed the stepswithout
much assistance. Somestudents
needed hel p with the compuiter, but not
thequestionsand answers. They
successfully followed thetask. They
wereincredibly proud of their work,
and sowas|. Thestudentsinvolvedin
thereading groupsareawaysasking
for reading materid, and review titles
criticaly.

KAELI alowed meto review our
resources, and toimplement good
quality research-based techniquesand
curriculuminto our adult education
program. | planto continueto produce
new ideaswithin our adult education
reading program and want to expand
on the number of participantsinthe
reading groups, and use statistical data
to support our findings.

Whenin doubt about agrammatical question, thereare many helpful online guidesthat can answer any tricky mechanics/
grammar questions. Patterson, N. & Pipkin, G. (2001) Grammar in thelabyrinth: Resources on the World Wide Web.

\oicesfromthe Middle, 8(3), 63-67.

Guide to Grammar and Writing
http://webster.commnet.eduw/grammar/
index.ntm

The Internet TESL Journal
http://aded .org/g/h/grammar.html

Grammar Bytes
www.chompchomp.com/menu.htm

Grammar Safari
http://deil.lang.ui uc.edu/web.pages/grammarsafari.html

The Online English Grammar
www.edufind.com/english/grammar/index.cfm
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Once you have walked
this path, you will be
ready to lead others.

Something tells me
that the road to true
writing isone that is
best traveled with a

friend. | wish you
pleasant and
magnificent travels!

Dr. Pam Petty

¥ _Which Came First the Writer or the Story? Q

& . . .
by Pam Petty, KAELI Director, Western Kentucky University,

i - ty.
What do thefollowing people havein common? pam@pampetty.com

Dave Pelzer (A Child Called It)

Frank McCourt (Angela’s Ashes)

Alice Sebold (Lucky)

Rick Bragg (All Over but the Shoutin’)

Maya Angelou (I Know Why the Caged Bird Sngs)
Barbara Robinette Moss (Change Me into Zeus's Daughter)
Leon Walter Tillage (Leon’s Sory)

YVVVVYYVY

Yes, they areal writers, but dig deeper. What isthe common denominator of all these
writers? None of them have zoomed in aspace shuttle to the moon, discovered the
curefor something that saved millionsof lives, or in other wayslived extraordinary lives,
yet they have all managed to carveawork of art from onesimplething—their stories.
Now comesthe big question: Werethey writerswho wanted to tell their stories, or
were they people who felt compelled to tell their stories so they learned to write?
Do their storiesinspirethe brilliance of their writing, or doestheir ability to write
maketheir storiesbrilliant? Although thetrue“answer” islikely moreacombination
than aclear cut one-or-the-other scenario, the moreimportant questionto usas
educatorsis, how doweallow for both circumstancesin our learners?

Adult learnerscometo uswith one magnificent common denominator —they have
stories, just liketheauthorslisted above. Perhapstheir stories speak of poverty
(McCourt, Tillage, Bragg, M oss), abuse (Moss, Pel zer), violence (Sebold, Tillage),
racism (Angelou, Tillage), or other socidl ills. Perhapsasoliketheauthorslisted above
their storiesare of courage, comfort, triumph, and love. Whatever the story, they are
unigqueto each person and they areall worthtelling. These persona storiesare
supreme opportunitiesfor our learnersto learn theart of writing, the mechanicsof the
language, and the pleasure that comesfromtelling astory that longsto betold.
Our chalenge as educatorsisto motivate, support, teach, and inspire thesewoul d-be
writers. If wevaluetheability towrite, what better way to* sell” the concept to our
adult learnersthanto becomewritersourselves? Asastoryteller | have beenwriting
family storiesfor several years. Thesearetipsl| try tokeepin mind as| prepareto
write
» Storiesare”built” around events, moments, sounds, smells, glimpsesof time
» Don't expect al thedetailsto cometo you at once—start with akernel of anidea
andwatchit grow
» Keepthe* gotcha’ part of thestory smple
o Someof themost poignant storiesarefairy talesandfolk tales
o Stay away fromdidacticlanguage (“preaching”) —allow thetheme of your story
tolinger, dowly be absorbed by thereader/listener
» Don'tfed compelled tofinish every story you start —they al won't beworth the
time. Somestoriesneedtimeto“perk.” Put theminafolder and |et them agethen
look at them again. Youwill get afeel for whenthey and Y OU areready
» Read. Read somemore. Seehow otherstell their stories, pay attention to how the
author manipul ates you—makesyou smile, makesyou cry, makesyou CARE.

Don'tbeafraidtotell YOUR story —no oneelse can!
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Passing the Math:

Three Lessons Which Can Make a Difference
By Wayne Couvillion, Jefferson County Adult Education, wcouvil2@jefferson.k12.ky.us

Haveyou ever wondered what you might
have donedifferently for alearner who
barely missed passing the math portion of
the GED? Could you have offered that
learner afind “ push” which might have
carried her or him over theline?If you could
have had that |earner review threelessons
prior totakingthe Officia Practice Test
(OPT) or the GED, whichlessonswould
you choose?

Ananalysisof OPT scoresadministered at
the AhrensEnrolIment Center, Jefferson
County revealed interesting dataregarding
itemsmissed by the 116 testersinthe study
who did not passthe math portion of the
OPT, Form PA. To passthe OPT atester
must score an averageof 450 onall five
tests: Language ArtsReading, Language
ArtsWriting, Science, Socia Studies, and
Math. No scorelessthan 410 will be
accepted asapassing score. Theonly
scoresused inthisinformal study werethose
whose math conversion scorewasfrom 400
through 440.

Table A showstheten most frequently
missed problems, along with thetype of math
problem and theitem description. TableA
reved svery interesting information about the
most frequently missed problemsonthe
OPT Form PA.

Of theten most frequently missed problems
geometry and/or algebrawas needed on 8 of
these. Several of theserequired the use of
onesingle concept from geometry, but with
theuse of agebraic techniquesto solvethese
problems. A review of severa algebraic
conceptswould beinorder dongwitha
review of some basic geometry, but the use of
both geometry and agebra, intertwined,
would put the student inamuch more
favorablepogtion.

Fromthisinformationthefollowingthree
lessons should prove most hel pful toyour
studentsprior to OPT or GED testing.

L esson #1: AlgebraReview: Simplifying
and evad uating expressions, solving oneand
two-step equations, dataanaysis, and
agebraapplication problems.

L esson #2: Geometry Review: Perimeter
and area, Smilar triangles, ratio & proportion,
sum of anglesinatriangle, Pythagorean
Theorem, complementary angles,
supplementary angles, vertical angles.

L esson #3: Using Algebrato Solve
Geometry Problems. Thislesson should
focuson theidentification of the one concept
from geometry which might be needed withina
certain problem and how an agebraic equation
can be set up and solved using thisconcegpt.

TableA: I1tem AnalysisOPT Math Form PA

Item Frequency Type Description
#25 91 Geometry: similar figures Compute area, ratio & proportion
#12 90 Percent Interest calculation (2-step)
#8 84 Geometry: triangle area Area calculation using algebra
#24 82 Algebra Equation setup
#10 81 Percent Compute percent (2-step)
#11 78 Geometry: rectangle area Area calculation using algebra
#13 76 Computation or algebra Calculate mean
#9 74 Algebra Evaluate algebraic expression
#17 69 Geometry: triangle measure Find angles using algebra
#18 67 Geometry: similar triangles Find sides, ratio & proportion
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More About Using Chat Rooms in Angel
by Randolph Hollingsworth, KYVU, dolph@kyvu.org

In Angel, you can create your own
“group.” Inagroup you can set up achat
room under the“In Touch” tab— look at
thedirectionsintheOrientationto Angedl
folder inyour onlinePD course. Try it!
Any problems, call theKYVAE 24/7
Computer Support.

Chat roomsmay seemalittleintimidating
at first. Suggest to your studentsor peers
that they listen (or “read” asthe case may
be) before speaking (or “typing”). You
might want to haveinyour first sessons
somehel pful strategiesfor the participants

tofollow, e.g.,

* Participants must wait until theinstructor
or host moderator asks a question before
they can type

* Participant answers can only be a
maximum of two lines.

A good educationa Chat facility should
haveup front avery clear Rulesand
Guiddineswhich should beupheld and
enforced. If anew Chat roomisopened
during one of your sessions, ensurethat a
host overseesthe chat and |eadsthe chat
asateacher inaclassroom or anonline
moderator. Usethe Chat roomfor a
brainstorming activity for alesson, then
post the chat text inaMessage Board
areafor everyoneto see. For Chat rooms
to beused most effectively withinan
educationa context, itisvita that learners
have genuine opportunitiesto expresstheir
views, learnfrom oneanother, andinitiate
new Chat sessions.

Plan Your Chat Session asCarefully
asYou Would Any L esson Activity

First: decidewhat arethelearning
objectivesfor theonline chat and write
them out assmply and clearly aspossible;
then, publishin advancewhat topicsand
questionswill bediscussed.

Second: assignapre-discussiontask forthe next PD Connection -
participantsand set thebasicground rules-  how to deal with serious
get any questionsabout what is proper problems in the room and
“netiquette’ out up front. Some resourcesto access.

Third: inthediscussionitself, stateyour
objective(s) and directionsfor the chat clearly
- encourage substantiated statements- not just
opinionsor emoticons, don't let |latecomers
interrupt you or others- select that person’s
nameand “whisper” somesummarizing points
to catch them up; be sureto bethe onewho
providesaconclusiontothechat - aboveall,
beginandend ontime!

Fourth: conduct some sort of post-
discussion activity, e.g., post aconcluding
summary, requireahomework activity, or ask
participantsto completeasurvey or poll.
Perhaps most importantly, understand that chat
isasynchronous activity, which meansitis
doneinreal-time. Be selective about giving
assignments in which learners have to use the
Chat room; one reason they chose to learn
online was probably because they wanted to do
their assignments any time of the day in an
asynchronous manner.

Exampleof Chat Rulesto Post

Wewant thisto beafun and friendly place where you can meet people,
have nice conversations, and makefriends. In order to keep it that way,
we have set up thefollowing RULES and guiddinesfor thisroom. Please
read and follow them.

DONOT USEALL CAPS!
It meansyou' reyelling, it'shard toread, and it’sconsidered rude.

Nonamecalling, racial durs, or abusivelanguage
You may beexpdlled or banned immediately without warning for this
behavior.

P ease keep your language acceptable
+ Nooffensiveor racist remarkswill betolerated
« Noname-cdling or childish arguing (including theuse of profanity
with regard to another)
» Nopersonal insultsor silly argumentsarealowed
+ Nothreatsor harassments.



KAELL:

A Manager’s Perspective

by Janice Crane, Program Manager, Jessamine Co. JCRANE@jessamine.k12.state.ky

Tempering experiencewith new waysis
oftenastruggleamong themorehigtorically
rooted adult educators. Thosethat have
been“around” for decadeshaveliteraly
watched the changing narrativesof adult
education unfold into abrand new paradigm
of what it meansto beliterate, and how
adult educatorsareto serve. Thelearneris
no longer aseasily defined, andwhat isto
belearnedisnow virtualy without limits.

Trangtionand changerequiretimeto
thoroughly examinenew idess, reflect upon
findings, and devel op opportunitiesfor
practice. Changeof thismagnitudeisnot
only acomplex process, but must be
carefully orchestrated so not to cause more
harm than good.

KAELI, evenwithitssometimes-
complicated directives, prolonged duration,
and need for adaptations, provided such an
experiencefor me. Itsunderlying principles,
practices, and delivery system offered adult
educatorsinsight into how to better prepare
learnersfor the 21% century. KAELI
provided the opportunity to explorevaluable
resource materia sof thereading and writing
processand allowed participantsto examine
their own beliefsand practices, avauable
procedureto do especialy workinginafield
that iscontinualy changing.

For the program manager, the KAEL |
learning tasks served asaformat for
eva uating delivery systemsand program
designand hel ped toidentify the
professiona development needsof staff.

The experienceof doing thetasksmadeit
possibleto distinguish how certain
instructional approachesfitintoa
program’sdelivery system and helped me
toidentify what isdoableand what needs
tobechanged. Inaddition, theactivities
offeredinsight asto the strengthsand
weaknessesof staff inusngaKAEL|
approachtolearning.

Program mangersdon’ t need the same
KAEL I experienceasinstructors, but
they do need to know enough about
KAELI to create an atmosphere and
structurefor learning and practice, and to
provide adequate support and mentoring
for their instructorswho do participate.
Inorder toimplement KAEL I teachings
into adult education programs, managers
need to begin blending, adapting, and
changing the status quo of their programs
toinclude aspectsof KAELI—onestep
atatime.

0

Hot Sites

pleasevigt:

For resources and annotations of each of thebookslisted
inthearticle Which CameFirst the Writer or the Story?,

http: //Mmww.pampetty.com/writers.htm
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“...You gotto
start somewhere.
Little steps lead to
big steps.
Remember that . .
It's always scary
when you step out
and do something
new. Don’t worry
about that. Just
remember to step.
That's the
important thing.”
Heartwood,
Nicky Finney, p.17



What is Professional Development?
Professiona development isdefined asthose processes and activitiesdesigned to
enhancethe professiona knowledge, skills, and attitudes of educators so that they

might, inturn, improvethelearning of sudents (Guskey, 2000).

Professiona development isachange process*inwhichinstructorsacquireabody of
knowledge and skillstoimprovethequality of teaching for learnersand, ultimately, to

enhancelearner outcomes.”
(Kutnereta, 1997, p 1).

Kentucky Adult Education, Council on Postsecondary Education’s professional
development focusisoninstruction—what weteach. I1tisabout teacher qudity,
aligning curriculum, and using research-based practicesand strategiesto ensure
quality ingtructionthat supportsstudent learning.

Defining Char acteristics of Professional Development

> Itisanintentional process
> Itisanongoing process
> Itisasystemic process.

Coaching Models

> Peer Coaching typically involves two
or more teachers observing in each
other’s classrooms to hone their
instructional skills.

> Collegial coaching involves two or
more teacher s collaborating to enhance
an area of instruction that the observed
teacher wishes to study.

> Challenge coaching focuses on
resolving a persistent instructional
problem.

> Cognitive coaching supports a
teacher’s own reflection on his or her
instruction.

> Technical coaching helps teachers
transfer ideas from a professional
devel opment session into classroom
practice.

From: The Journal of the Nationa Staff
Development Council, Soring 2003, p.65.

When you' reon theinternet and you want to go to anew
site, hit F6 and the browser addresslinewill behigh-
lighted and ready to be replaced by anew web address.
Try it now. Hit F6 and type http://adulted.state.ky.usthen
hit enter and you' |l beat the Kentucky Adult Education,
Council on Postsecondary Education websiteintwo
clickd

TonyaCrum, Kentucky Adult Education,
Council on Postsecondary Education.

Submit your own tech tips for future editions of this newsletter by
e-mailing tonyal.crum@mail.state.ky.us. See you online!
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In Celebration of the Adult Learner
From Jackie Robertson and Carol Thompson, Hancock County.

Hereisapoem that the Western Kentucky KAEL | Cadredl startedin July!

Thank you SO muchto thosetwo fine KAEL folksfor weaving such amagnificent pieceof literature. You canfindthis
poem on-lineat: http://www.pampetty.comvkaeli/contributions.htm

We celebratethose We celebratethose
Who maketimefor their children’splays Who study intheir pgjamas
Who listento squeaky violinsand off-key pianos Who servetakeout three daysrunning
Who put every drawing ontherefrigerator Who dolaundry at midnight
Who runto Wal-Mart at 10 p.m. for poster board Who wake up the kidswhen Santacomes
and markers Who never missagame, winor lose
Whowatch 101 Damatians 101 times Who never quitthegameof life
Who never quit thegameof life

We celebratethose
We celebratethose
Who don’t havetimeto study

Whohavetodoitall aone Who take out food stamps at the checkout
Whose children’sshoesare never new enough to Who dolaundry if they have enough quarters
squeak Whosechildrendon’t believein Santa
Who can never fill their children’splates Whosegameissurviva every day
Who want the best and know theworst Who never quitthegameof life
Who can'tdlay their children’sfears
Who never quit thegameof life We celebrateall those

We celebratethose Who reach for our helping hand

Who arestarting over, against all odds

Who learned and earned Who never quitthegameof life

Who eat dessert first

Who know their children’sfriends
Whosedog atetheir homework
Whovistfamily every Sunday
Who never quit thegameof life

Inspired by: A Prayer for Children

We celebratethose

Who have ever eaten from adumpster

Who thought that education wasjust for others
Who never saw the beauty inasinglewildflower
Who never knew their parents

Who hadto giveuptheir children

Who never quit thegameof life



Best Wishes
Kentucky Adult Education professiona development Calender of Events...
The complete PD Calendar at

branch says good-byeto threewonderful staff members. www_Kyvae.org has information about
many opportunities including:
Jane Martel
Jane started anew job at the National Center for Family
Literacy onJuly 1. Janeisserving astheinstructional * Orientation to PLATO Workshop
designer for the Verizon Literacy University. You cansay (Christian County) August 11-12
hi to Janeat jmartel @famlit.org.

* Orientation to PLATO Workshop

o Bowling Green) August 13-14
LydaPhillips { g JALg

Lydaaccepted ajob at the Department for Employment
Services. Shewill beassistingwithtrainingand
communications. You can contact Lydaat

lydak.phillips@mail state.ky.us COMING SOON!

* Orientation to Program Management

Tracy Roberts _ Hampton Inn, Frankfort

Tracy had an opportunity to work closer to homeand September 4-5, 2003

sheaccepted aposition at the Shelbyville Area

Technology Center. * Adult Education and Family Literacy

Thesethreewill begreatly missed, but wewishthemall Conference )

the best Marriot Griffin Gate, Lexington,

) September 22-23.
Bridges to Practice NATIONAL
* Twentieth Annual Rutgers

Thisnewly revised LD training will beoffered regiondly thisyear. Thisis Invitational Symposium on _
ablended training with an online component to be completed between Education Defining and Improving

Quality in Adult Basic Education:

Phasel and Phasell. Herearethedates and locationsfor Phasel and
Issues and Challenges.

I1 (you are expected to attend both sessions):
http://www.gse.rutgers.edu/conted/

20thRise.pdf

*Aug 11 and Sept 8, Campbell Co Cooper ative Extension Office
*QOct 10 and Nov 14, Johnson Co, Paintsville

*QOct 3and Oct 17, London, Laurel COALC,

*QOct 28 and Nov 11, Russdllville, Logan CoALC

*Qct 16 and Nov 13, Mt. Sterling

*Nov 7 and Nov 14, AhrensALC, Louisville

*Mar 12 and 19, 2004, AhrensAL C, Louisville

More detailed information may befound at www.kyvae.org onthe
professiona development calendar.

Pleaseregister for LD training by using the adult education registration el
form andfax or mail to SandraK estner. PAYS

PD Connection, Kentucky’s professional development newsletter, is published jointly by Kentucky Adult Education, Council on Postsecondary
Education; the Adult Education Academy; the Kentucky Institute for Family Literacy; and Kentucky Adult Educators Literacy Institute. Funds for
PD Connection is provided by Kentucky Adult Education, Council on Postseconday Education. It is distributed online without charge to adult basic
education practitioners and is published at www.kyvae.org. Please send comments, suggestions, or material for consideration for the next edition

to Cindy Read, cread@famlit.org.




